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away from the parapet the flag of the fort. This was done while the shells of the Navy were falling about the heads of the daring men who entered the fort."
I find upon further examination that I was incorrectly informed, and of course incorrectly reported the fact to you. The men did not enter the fort. They caine upon the outer edge of the ditch and there obtained the flag which was shot away the day before by the Navy fire. The orderly was killed outside the fort, and the horse taken there.
I believe the truth is now upon further examination that nobody went into the fort. We had some twelve (12) men wounded on the picket line from the shells of the fleet. I make this correction because I think it is due to the truth of the narration of the events of the movement. I have the honor to be, Very respectfully,                    Ymr ^^ ^^
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comdg.
From General Butler Hd. Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C., FOBT MONHOB, December V7ih, 8 P.M., 1864
Lieut. Gen'l. U. S. GRANT, CITY POINT, VA.
I HAVE just returned from the expedition. We had a storm from Monday until Friday, which was the earliest hour I could get out of Beaufort where I had put in for coal, most of the transport fleet having got out of coal and water.
Without waiting for my return, Admiral Porter exploded the torpedo at one (1) o'clock on Friday morning and commenced his attack at twelve fifty-five (12.55) in the afternoon, twelve (12) hours afterwards. He continued the bombardment of the fort until night. I arrived in the evening and commenced landing on the beach the next morning. Got a portion on shore about two (2) o'clock. Weitzel moved down upon the works, capturing three hundred (300) men, and ten commissioned officers. He brought his picket line within fifty (50) yards of the work, where he was opened upon by canister and musketry. He found seventeen (17) guns bearing upon the beach, which was only wide enough for an assault of a thousand men in line, the guns protected by traverses and but one (1) dismounted, notwithstanding the fire of the fleet had been opened upon them for five (5) hours. In the meanwhile, the surf had so arisen as to render further landing nearly impracticable. After a thorough reconnaissance of the work, finding it utterly impracticable for a Jand assault, and that at